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A trip to the renowned 
Shwedagon Temple remains 
feasible despite the ongoing 

revolution, as the opulent 
downtown Rangoon has been 
largely untouched by the physical 
repercussions of the current 
insurrection, save for sporadic 
military checkpoints and heavily 


armed soldiers positioned behind 
imposing razor wire barricades. 
The area exudes an air of 
tranquility and grandeur, with the 
majestic temple standing as a 
testament to the enduring 
spiritual and cultural heritage. 


Visitors can still bask in the awe- 
inspiring beauty of the temple 
and its surroundings, undeterred 
by the minimal disruptions 
caused by the current political 
climate. 

The latest guests have attested 
that adhering to the regulations 
set by the armed forces results in 
a seamless continuation of daily 
operations, despite whispers of 
intermittent power outages, the 
temporary shutdown of beloved 
evening establishments, and the 
limited availability of taxi services 
for those on the move. 

It is an undeniable fact that 
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power outages have been a 
common occurrence for quite 
some time, even before the 
recent political turmoil. Many 
establishments, including 
restaurants and gentlemen's 
clubs, have unfortunately shut 
down. The closure of these 
luxurious venues was not a result 
of the current political crisis, as 
some may mistakenly believe. 
While the current political unrest 
may have exacerbated the 
situation, it is important to 
acknowledge that the root cause 
of these closures lies in the 
unprecedented challenges posed 


by the global pandemic, killer 
lockdowns. 

It would be remiss of me not to 
mention the significant impact 
that the current nighttime 
curfews have had on dampening 
the vibrant nightlife of Rangoon. 
The once bustling and lively 
streets of the city have now been 
subdued by the restrictions 
imposed during the night, 
casting a shadow over the once 
adventurous and exciting 
atmosphere that used to define 
Rangoon after dark. 

The charm and allure of the 
city's nightlife have been dimmed 
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by the necessity of adhering to 
the curfew regulations, leaving 
both locals and visitors longing 
for the days when the city was 
alive with energy and excitement 
well into the night. 

The latest guests have openly 
admitted that the downtown 
area of Rangoon exuded a much 
greater sense of security at night 
compared to their own 
hometowns, particularly in the 
Western countries. 

They also mentioned that the 
sight of heavily armed soldiers 
conducting patrols on the streets 
contributed significantly to their 
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overall feeling of safety regarding 
normal street crime and local 
gangs. 
Some individuals have observed 
that venturing out to the farthest 
edges of the city's suburbs is not 
recommended by the majority of 
hotel managers due to the 
unpredictable nature of the 
situation. Similarly, a growing 
number of individuals have 
Shared their experiences of 
noticing a rise in theft and 
larceny activities as the economic 
conditions continue to 
deteriorate. 
However, there are those who 
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have argued against this notion, 
asserting that Rangoon continues 
to thrive financially. 

They have pointed out that 
prestigious shopping centers 
such as Junction City are bustling 
with local patrons, and the 
Shelves are brimming with an 
abundance of freshly imported 
luxury goods from around the 
world. 

Fortunately, the recent surge in 
unrest has resulted in a 
Significant decrease in the influx 
of "Summer Holiday” tourists, 
leading to a boost in your 
vacation budget, a considerable 
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drop in hotel prices, and a more 
serene and contemplative 
experience during visits to the 
Shwedagon Temple. 

This newfound tranquility, at 
Shwedagon Temple, can be 
attributed to the disappearance 
of the freelance travel guides, 
who have largely vanished 
following the implementation of 
the military government's new 
universal draft law. 

It is imperative to highlight that 
the ATM machines dispersed 
throughout the city are 
predominantly dysfunctional and 
abandoned by the majority, save 
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for a select few unscrupulous 
moneylenders who still utilize 
them to fleece unknowing 
tourists. 

The most valuable advice I have 
been given pertains to the 
importance of carrying a 
substantial amount(s) of US 
dollars, or to a lesser extent, 
Euros - due to the recent surge 
of European backpack criminals 
circulating fake 50 Euro bills 
across Southern Asia (as 
reported by the Bangkok Post, 
not my personal observation!). 
The current exchange rate 
stands at approximately 2400 


Kyats per dollar when 
exchanging currency at the 
airport, luxury hotels, and 

prominent banks. 
However, it is worth noting that 
Some money changers and select 
jewelry stores in the bustling city 
malls offer rates as high as 3400 
Kyats. 

Therefore, it is advisable to 
explore various options before 
making any currency exchange 

to ensure the best possible rate 
and value for your money. 
The currency exchange services 
at the airport exhibit a more 
lenient approach towards the 


quality of the bills being 
presented for exchange, 
ensuring a smoother transaction 
process for travelers. 

On the contrary, the currency 
exchange kiosks at the mall are 
known for their strict standards, 
often rejecting bills that are not 

in pristine condition or are of 
denominations lower than $100 

USD. 

Therefore, it is advisable for 
travelers to plan ahead and 
ensure that they have bills in 
excellent condition or in higher 
denominations when visiting the 
mall for currency exchange 
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services, in order to avoid any 
inconvenience or potential 
rejection of their bills. 

Upon your departure, it is highly 
advisable to promptly convert 
your remaining currency back to 
your original form, as to avoid 
any potential inconvenience or 
embarrassment upon your return 
home. 

Failure to do so may result in 
perplexed expressions, 
misunderstandings, and even 
amusement when attempting to 
exchange your foreign currency 
at your local financial institution. 
It is always best to ensure a 


smooth and seamless transition 
back to your familiar 
Surroundings, and exchanging 
your currency in advance is a key 
step in achieving this, even, if 
you have to accept the reduced 
rate at the Rangoon Airport. 
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YOU NEED TO 
GET OUT OF 
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“FLOWERED 
DEATH HIDDEN 
IN THE MIST” 


<KITMILI FLORIDA ESCONDIDA 
TI' LE NIEBLA» 
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